This is the 2013 Summer issue
which you are perusing.
Be sure to check out the photos
which we are happy to share with
those of you who could not join us
this time around.
Send us your
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–
Here

Overwhelming in sizzling 102° temperature – 102 total attendees defied the heat
including 13 “Newbies” and 4 Guests...Wow!

we

are

So, be sure to put the next date on your calendar
and plan on being there on Thursday, October 17th 2013
Did YOU note that? Hope to see you there, for sure, next time.
Rain or shine, snow or sleet, and now incredible heat cannot slow down our turnouts!

Let the Gather
In begin…
Remember Walter Cronkite’s
“A day like all days, filled with
those events that alter and
illuminate our times…and YOU
ARE THERE!” (Or something
mighty close to that).
Those historic-like times occur
every 3 months (or quarterly)
in Forked River, at The Captain’s Inn, where long and
short time Port Authority Retirees gather to reminisce, cajole, or simply share memories, friendship, and collegiality
with others who they may or
may not have known back “in
those days and years”.
Young and old retirees come
together to share a meal in a
very hospitable environment,
and have a great time. Everyone is welcomed heartily,.

yada yada yada

Please read through this
e-newsletter
and let us know what
you think, or
would like to include!
It’s YOUR
Newsletter!

yada yada yada

Hells! Bells! Ain’t nuthin’ like
havin’ an ice cold beer on a
really, really day like today!

yada yada yada
It looks like they're setting
up a defense system with
these chairs…

–burp–

There were a total of 102 attendees ( 13 “newbies” & 4 Guests)–(see Page 2 for list).

Experience demonstrates that these luncheons are a great time to get together for many, many reasons, so no one should miss out.
No formalities, or speeches (okay, well sometimes “remarks”...sort of)… perhaps an occasional, informative announcement may encompass the whole agenda,
because usually among the regular attendees is PARA President–Dave Gallagher, and many other PARA board members.
The SOUTH/CENTRAL NEW JERSEY PA RETIREES’ Luncheon was an idea that developed during an informal lunch get together at The Captain’s Inn, Forked River, NJ, in August, 2007. It was agreed that the
location would be a good choice for a SOUTH/CENTRAL NEW JERSEY PA RETIREES’ luncheon. The first event was held on Thursday, September 20, 2007 with 32 attendees. It has since evolved into a quarterly luncheon, held on the third Thursday: January; April ; July ; and, October. Attendance continues to grow and exceed expectations. In 2013 the group plans to continue to meet quarterly at
The Captain’s Inn . The next luncheon will be held on Thursday, October 17, 2013.
–LD
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yada yada yada

yada yada yada

An amazing event, with amazing people, who seem to like
getting together and being together.
yada yada yada

What’s happening?

yada yada yada
–Slurpppp!

“The first event was held on Thursday, September 20, 2007 with 32 attendees” Who knew?
FYI—Our Seventeen (13) New Attendees [“NEWBIES”] are indicated below in light blue! Guests (4) are in orange!

July 2013 Attendees

( 13 NEWBIES )
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I can’t stand the noise level…

?

…across the crowded
room…I see a stranger…

Dues? You want
my dues?

I need
anudder
bottle…

Hmm...looks
clean
enough...

...not us, we’re the Lee bros...

yada yada yada
Havin’ fun yet?

I’m really old
enough!

Darn it, I
forgot my
draft card…

Tch,
Tch,
tch

By golly, where the
heck am I?

yada yada yada

Can someone please
tell me who the heck
all these folks are?

Several luncheon’s back THE CAPTAIN’S INN decided to provide us
with our own separate parking area and entrance with a number
of young men directing traffic and guiding cars in parking spaces.
Who could ask for anything more?

Perhaps hesitantly, Gene Steger a ‘91 Retiree made that phone
call to attend this luncheon. Not sure who he might still know, if
anybody, he found several folks he in fact knew and was
welcomed by PARA President Dave Gallagher as well.
(L – R) Dotty Hoy, Gene Steger, Dave Gallagher
You don’t say?

Ah, but I do!
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yada yada yada

yada yada yada
Conversations RULE!

Welcome, ol’ timer!

yada yada yada

Smile? Why
Should I
smile? It’s
just too
hot to smile!

Every luncheon
we are graced
with very willing
and enthusiastic
super staff who
make every
effort to make
sure we are
treated well.
And their ever
smiling faces
tells a part of
the story. The
food is always
just superb!

Fish’n Chips
Chicken
Pasta
Eggplant Rollatini
String bean

s

Then since there are no “assigned” seats, the “big” decision everyone has to make is where and with whom they will spend the
next few hours—with “old” friends, or new ones? It matters little, just like the good old days, because we are all still part of the
great, big, PONYA or PANY&NJ F-A-M-I-L-Y! Welcome home for a few nostalgic hours.

Certainly NOT
our approach!

The informality does not preclude sharing the latest news and updating everyone about the goings
on impacting on retirees among other things. You name it, and it comes up in private conversation
among friends and others. SCJPARET is whatever you want to make of it but primarily a vehicle to
allow folks to gather and enjoy themselves for a few splendid hours. It is our good fortune to have so
many PARA people at almost every luncheon, who are so willing to share what they know and have
experienced. We sincerely welcome you/everyone. Think about what you are missing out on.
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La de da

Note square halo

yada yada yada
Barry, I am NOT
angry…
Just mighty hungry!

Poor guy…
G r r r row l

See my halo just
shifted a bit to the
right–no square
ones for me,
no way

Yes, it was even hot inside the air conditioned facility. Having
candles on every table and sitting near the hot food being
served, along with the body heat of over 102 folks kind of
explained why. It was an unusual 12 “no shows”, since many
of them have been regulars. No shows are those who called in
but for whatever reason do not appear.

How about a li’l
Kisseroo?

It’s always great to see familiar faces, old friends and buddies like
Hank Zulauf and Joe Morris above. Can you believe it’s
“Grampa” Zulauf, now? He still looks like a kid.
Barry Weintrob [upper left] made it again all the way from
Brooklyn, NY. It’s a bit of s a “shlep” but worth it, no, Barry?
The always delightful SALAD BAR offers a variety of choices,
and a staff member to help serve…
Service with a smile

Mixed Salad

Caesar
Rich Radoian and
Jim Verdino
stopped by but
couldn’t stay for lunch!

Garden
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C-H-E-E-S-E

Lloyd Thompson drove
up from Newark, DE

Can you believe it…
Arnold’s actually
smiling!

Standing [L-R]: Ed Wilczynski, Dave Gallagher, Al Simon, Ken Philmus, Jim Kelly, Lloyd Thompson
Seated [L-R]: Liz DeLaura, Barry Weintrob, Arnold Karvasarsky, Bob Isaacs
Standing [L-R]: Tom Innace, Peter Danchuk, Bill Desmond, George Noa, Gil Medina-Ayala, Ron Stryker
Seated [L-R]: Frank Gato, Mike Murphy, Frank Pagano, Judy Stryker

Judy ain’t afraid of
bein’ outnumbered
by guys!

You better
believe it

PA

RETIREE…
And prou
d
Of it!
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3 gals, 3 guys
Call it even!

Joe’s got his
hands full,
for sure

Standing [L-R]: Vicki Giancaspro, Joe McNamara, Jack Brendlen
Seated [L-R]: Cathy Pavelec, Joe and Jean Feola
Standing [L-R]: Bob Lillis, Joe Morris, Hank Zulauf, Deloss Raymond, Debbie & Bill Vrecenak
Seated [L-R]: Linda Hughes, Pat Backus, Diane Kowalski, Kathy Raymond
5 gals, 5 guys
Call it even!
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S.I
.
Continge
nt

Standing [L-R]: Marianne Sostituto, Fran Rivera, Howard Brandwein, Suzanne Steiner, Ann McNamara
Seated [L-R]: Dora Legra, Sharon Donovan, Charlie & Joan Caputo
Standing [L-R]: John Kelly, Bob Veit, Dennis Kopik, Dotty Hoy, Gene Steger
Seated [L-R]: Dick Lee, Don Lee, Kos Skruodys
Wow! All these
guys to myself!

Have some
respect, folks…
See that? 20
luncheons!

Yea, that’s my
“bro” alright!

I say, Not
a bad
crowd of
“young”
folks,
after all!
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Zzzzzzzzzzzzz
Yup, Fran enjoys
a good laugh
once in a while…

Tch tch

Smile? I am
smiling!

Yo Fran, they said smile,
not get hysterical!

Standing [L-R]: Bob Zeller, Henry (Harry) Reich, Kathie Reich, Jerry Sorrentino
Seated [L-R]: Fran Zeller, Arlene Kopik, Ken Campbell
Standing [L-R]: Ray Slodowski, Ron Tyburczy, Bill Mantani, Emil Petrick, Ed Hiott, John Hogan
Seated [L-R]: John Castaldo, Frank Guastella, Ed Lazarus
What? No gals at dis
table–like, for why, guys?

Yup, I’m da guy who
makes sure Al Simon
gets into his table’s
picture

Vol. VI

July 18, 2013

Page
10

We think we got just the
right “mix”…

Standing [L-R]: Marty Borelli, Larry Messin, Arnie Silverberg
Seated [L-R]: Pat Kelemen, Eileen Domalewski, Katie Peko, Eileen O’Keefe
Standing [L-R]: Gary Griffith, Pete Seaman, Bob Sbarra, Jim Harley, Ed Smith, John Simmons
Seated [L-R]: Joe Leather, George Leather, Rich DePietro, Gus Kapsis
I love dis
guy!

If Vitty ain’t
her, then I
don’t smile
either!
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Ann Peters resides in
Palm Coast, FL and
came up to join us!

Standing [L-R]: Ann Peters, Pat Duemig, Rita DuBrow, Doris Wojciechowski
Seated [L-R]: Diane Rogers (aka Betty Boop), Jerri Raczynski (aka Daisy Mae)
don’t ask us– that’s how they listed themselves on the table sign in sheet
[nor how come no guys, huh?]

[See 20+ honor badge within “table” photo shots (ironically, both Dick Schulman and Nick Caches missed this July’s)]
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Hey, I’m no
“rogue”!

Gotta wonder…
Where da
women?
Why no women
at our table?
Standing [L-R]: Tom Walsh, Mike Walsh, Sal D’Orio, Frank Angiulli, Frank Schmittler
Seated: Andy Rizzo, John Hallenbeck, Steve Wilson, James Kozo, Bob Muller
The overall atmosphere at our luncheons is pretty clearly very positive. We have been among the most fortunate, especially when
compared with today’s prospects. Rarely is heard a discouraging word, as we all plod on through the retirement years that we
have been given and thus experience our own individual fulfilled dreams. Sure, there may be heard comparatives about the latest
ailments and medical routines, etc. But ours have been good lives, and have resulted, for the most part in happy and enjoyable
retirement years. For those who got an early start it can last for a very long time, and late comers find themselves surprised at what
they thought were going to be boring, dull and perhaps even lonely times. On the contrary, how many folks do you know who’s
basic complaint consists of not having enough time to do all the things they want to do. Yes, time and the years pass us by far too
quickly, but that does not mean in any way that they are not enjoyed to the fullest extent, Some volunteer for just about everything,
and many others offer their services to various charitable organizations, meals on wheels, and the like.
Our luncheons are a voluntary undertaking as well, with planning and coordination guaranteeing the ongoing success that everyone
gets to share in. So the idea is simply this–come join us, bring your former PA colleagues, friends and acquaintances as well. Make
your plans and follow through. And always keep in mind that your ideas and suggestions are always welcome. .

Yes, we do indeed like to have a little fun with our “Newbies” by “enhancing” their appearances in some of the photos.
This is accomplished by adding a star as well as a tag, presumably hanging around the neck. Why do this? Well for a
number of reasons. Initially, we want them to feel very welcome and alert regulars to their coming on the scene. Secondly, acknowledging them signifies the fact that our attendance essentially is always growing. We indicate their names
with a light, rather than dark blue, upon their first time. Thereafter they become full fledged SCJPARETs with the dark
blue. Guests, on the other hand are always welcome, but highlighted with an orange color. If old friends wish to haze
“Newbies” –that becomes their prerogative, but it is not advocated or suggested. Those who initiated these South Central Jersey Port Authority Retiree’s quarterly luncheons created a wonderful thing, and perhaps never anticipated the
superb response it has brought about. But it has been welcomed with a relish, and one can sense a bit of “glee” with
each successive successful event. And as Arnold Karvasarsky always says: “As it should be!”

Here
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are

Ye Olde Port Authority Old Timers
This is our 6th Year (Volume VI) and this is issue #3. Some may ask why do we bother? Well, getting together and having a good time pretty much speaks for itself.
The advantage of an e-newsletter is that if you have to miss it, you can still get some enjoyment by seeing your former friends and colleagues, and what you may
have missed—we try to capture most of the event. And if you are among the fortunate who did attend–well you now have a hardcopy memory to add to your collection.

Just this past week an article I read stated that some believe that nostalgia may be a sign of depression. I suppose that is possible,
but a rather negative outlook. Nostalgia has many implications, and for some if not most of us retirees, it certainly could or should
be a mix of positive and possibly some negative career thoughts and memories. That might apply to our personal lives as well as
our illustrious Port Authority careers. Some of us may have experienced a mix of both up and down years, but overall the nostalgic
impression left with those of us, especially who attend our SCJPARET’s luncheons, is no doubt made up of fond memories particularly made up of friendships and associations with other members of the great big PONYA, or PANYNYJ family.
At one time, even some Commissioners I personally met, were extremely impressed with the spirit and dedication displayed by so
many employees and staff they came across. We helped one another out, worked together to accomplish a task or challenge, and
generally liked the people we were around for most of our working days or nights. Even during the more austere early days, there
was camaraderie, and great spirit.
So the years pass, and we go off into the unknown, aka retirement, and wonder if all that we endured will have any kind of long-

W

e’ve certainly got a good thing going. Thanks to the
foresight of those who started the ball rolling, this
part of south-central New Jersey has indeed become
a somewhat major event attracting folks from all over. The formula initially established still holds true–” good friends, good
food, good God, lets eat!” Most of us are well beyond the formalities of dinners dominated by meaningless speeches or
other needless distractions. The object here is namely to provide the environment and atmosphere for old friends, colleagues and acquaintances to come together at a minimal and
reasonable cost, irrespective of weather conditions.
The Captain’s Inn, centrally located in Forked River, has provided all we could ask for, and has thus remained the focal
gathering point for all of our luncheons. Can we do more? Well
that’s up to you, those in attendance and who come regularly
are encouraged to express their opinions and ideas. Our luncheons can be a central communications point, at least quarterly,
for sharing news and the very latest about THE PORT AUTHORITY
OF NEW YORK AND NEW JERSEY, especially with regard to we faithful retirees.

term benefit in other than the negotiated sense. In some
cases it came through earlier than expected, while in others it
may have taken a while to take hold. Thus along came yet
another retiree group in September, 2007–SCJPARET which
has turned out to be quite successful. Whatever it is, it is obvious that the intention was never to be competitive with others, but essentially a convenient, friendly environment with
minimal formality and great food. Yup, that’s “our” SCJPARET!
–AMS

Tell or show folks how to
get here and join us… you
can start with these…

accessible by boat, too!

Your feedback is always welcome
and appreciated:
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to our co-hosts for all that they do:

Liz DeLaura,
Rita Dubrow, and Al Simon
FYI– back issues of these newsletters in
pdf format can be requested directly
from Al Simon, Angels dtp LLC
via e-mail:
Angelsdtp@usa.net (←click here)

July 18, 2013

Please note: A usual “key” to this
e-newsletter is simply that a person
will be identified only the 1st time
they appear. Clear?
Comments? Send them to:
Angelsdtp@usa.net (←click here)

The bright “stars” acknowledge the “newbies” as well as their
names in light blue. (Guests are in orange-if and when they show up)

Summer Wrap Up
When we departed from our homes, we made sure the auto air conditioning was going full blast. But
when we arrived and had to get out it was like being roasted in an oven. Then afterward departing from
the luncheon and getting into cars having sat in the sun for hours required a designated driver to go out
ahead of others to “warm up”, er, that is, cool off the vehicle before we came out.
Yes, it was THAT hot, incredibly hot. Usually, in the past, the July luncheon was planned to be outdoors
at the Tiki Lounge, with pleasant ocean breezes and beautiful refreshing sights to enjoy, i.e., passing
yachts, etc. Well, not last year, and most certainly not this year. Never seen so many guys in shorts
before, which included myself.
Perhaps the heat influenced many folks, that their options were limited on a day where it was taxing to
move around outside. So what better choice than to join former colleagues, friends and acquaintances
in the relatively cool environment of The Captain’s Inn, and sweat it out therein?
Stay cool, and enjoy the rest of the Summer and forthcoming Fall. –AMS
BTW–In case you’ve been wondering “yada yada yada” represents all the wonderful, even nostalgic, conversations going on.

To be kept informed about the latest SCJPARET luncheon and related activities make sure you provide your necessary data, i.e., [1] Full Name, [2]
E-mail address, [3] Mailing address (with Zip Code), [4] Telephone Number(s), and optionally [5] your preferred single PA Department affiliation.






Fabulous

Your Co-Hosts are:

Fun
Food
Frivolity
Friendship

Liz DeLaura, lizd1071@aol.com, 201 666-2228
Rita DuBrow, ritasue25@comcast.net, 609 241-0806
Al Simon, Angelsdtp@usa.net, 732 406-9172 [cell]

With virtually
No Speeches

Er, no folks…the “New-Bie” symbol depicted in the photos are not for
real. That is, “New-Bies” are not actually required to wear them (they don’t exist). It
is merely our hope, that by pointing them out, it might encourage some readers
out there to join in the fun, and attend the next quarterly luncheon and actually
get to see and say hello to old friends, colleagues and acquaintances. How about it?

Informal, no speeches (just very brief announcements & updates), great food, rea$onable price, terrific company–who could ask for anything more?
Join us next time–remember the date “ Thursday, October 17h 2013“

