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PA Board Approves JFK Upgrades
and New Bayonne Ferry
The PA Board of Commissioners approved nearly $4 billion in upgrades at JFK and
gave the green light for new commuter ferry service in Bayonne at its February meeting.
“This project will advance the agency's mission to keep the region moving and its
commitment to provide a best-in-class experience to all travelers and visitors to the
metropolitan region,” said Chairman Kevin O’Toole regarding the renovations at John F.
Kennedy International Airport.
The upgrades at JFK’s
Terminal 4, which are
part of a larger $13 billion
overhaul, will include 16
new domestic gates to
allow Delta Airlines to
move its entire operation
into one place instead of
splitting it with Terminal
2. The plan also calls
for new bathrooms, a
continued on page 4 >

PAPD Honored for Life-Saving Actions
at EWR
On February 13, eight Port Authority Police Officers were officially honored by the PA
Board for saving a man’s life at Newark Airport. Through the quick actions of Inspector
Kevin Fowler, Sgt. Anthony Guercio, Sgt. William Howley, Officer Phil Campo, Officer
Matt Rosati, Officer Steve Magnavita, Officer Mike Tilatitsky, and Officer Joseph
Francavilla, a 51-year-old Michigan man was revived after suffering a heart attack. The
traveler went into cardiac arrest while on an escalator at EWR on January 21.
According to bystanders, the victim was traveling down an escalator and collapsed,
falling backwards and
striking his head. A family
standing behind the
man called for help. The
officers soon arrived and
immediately began CPR.
They worked together
on reviving the man for
30 minutes, eventually
restoring his breathing and
pulse. He was then taken
to Beth Israel Hospital
in Elizabeth, where he
underwent surgery and
Front row, left to right. Sgt. Anthony Guercio, PO Steve Magnavita, PO
Mike Tilatitsky, PO Joseph Francavilla, and Sgt. William Howley.
recovered.

Second row, left to right. PO Phil Campo, PO Matt Rosati, and
Inspector Kevin Fowler.
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Honoring
Those We Lost
27 Years Ago
On February 26, the Port Authority
will mark the 27th anniversary of the
1993 World Trade Center bombing.
All employees and retirees are
invited to join us in remembering
our fallen friends and colleagues
– Robert Kirkpatrick, Stephen
Knapp, William Macko, and Monica
Rodriguez Smith and her unborn
child – who, along with Windows on
the World employee Wilfredo Mercado
and visitor John DiGiovanni, lost their
lives in the attack that also injured
more than 1,000 others.
A commemorative Mass to honor
their memory will be held Wednesday,
February 26, at 9:55 a.m. sharp at
the Church of St. Francis of Assisi,
located at 135 W 31st Street –
between Sixth and Seventh avenues –
in Manhattan. Following the Mass,
a ceremony will be held at the National
continued on page 2 >
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PAHS February 2020 Community Service Event:
Mentoring and Enrichment
DID YOU READ
THAT GREAT
PORTFOLIO BLOG?
In addition to PA News, you can find
great in-depth stories about the unsung
employees of the Port Authority,
interesting and often obscure agency
history, and much more by subscribing
to the agency blog Portfolio.

Monica Lam Keeps
PATH On Track
By Abigail Goldring
When you walk
into the PATH
Control Center in
Jersey City, you
see lights. Lots of
them. Assistant
Trainmaster
Monica Lam
sits in the middle
of this frenetic
activity, with light coming from the
dozens of wall screens displaying a
diagram of every track and live feeds
from overhead cameras of station
activity, and computer screens where
employees track train movements
across the system. Read the rest of the
article at Portfolio.
Go to pages 3 and 4 for more great
employee stories from Portfolio.

Honoring Those We
Lost 27 Years Ago
continued from page 1 >

September 11 Memorial plaza at noon.
Flags at all Port Authority facilities
will fly at half-staff in remembrance of
our fallen colleagues, and a moment
of silence will be observed at 12:18
p.m. agency-wide.
Together we will honor the spirit
of these individuals and commit to
keeping their memory alive as one
Port Authority family — united in our
dedication to service, and unshakeable
in our strength and resilience.

Tuesday, February 25, 6 to 8 p.m. 601 Jackson Street, Hoboken, NJ. Join the PA
Hispanic Society for an opportunity to sharpen your skills while mentoring children ages
7-17 through art, science and the culinary arts. Spots are limited. Interested? Register
with Tennille Santos at tesantos@panynj.gov.

NBE Presents: The Journey to Now, Part Two —
“Our Life, Our Journey, Our Home”
Wednesday, February 26, 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m. 4 WTC, 23rd floor, Board Room. Join
the Network of Black Employees for a panel discussion focused on the melting pot of
cultures that encompasses black history. Panelist from diverse backgrounds (including
Caribbean, African and American) will discuss their experiences, as well as interesting
facts from their country. Light refreshments will be served. For membership inquiries,
please contact Audrey Dagnachew at 212-435-6295 or adagnachew@panynj.gov. For
more information regarding this event, contact Monique Lanier at mlanier@panynj.gov.

Women in Law Enforcement Symposium
Monday, March 30, doors at 7:45 a.m., event from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., 4 WTC Board
Room (23rd Floor). In honor of Women’s History Month, the Port Authority Police
Department is hosting its first-annual Women in Law Enforcement Symposium. This
occasion will provide an overview of the challenges women face in law enforcement
and highlight the great work that they have accomplished throughout history. Join
attendees from inside and outside the Port Authority in examining this important topic
and celebrating women’s sucesses. View the flyer for more information. Space is limited
— RSVP to papdwile@panynj.gov.

LGA Art
Partner Holds
Annual Gala
On February 6, LGA’s Frederika
Watson, Ian Van Praagh, Madeline
Arango, and Christina Callahan
attended the Queens Council on the
Arts’ 80s-themed Annual Gala at the
Knockdown Center in Maspeth. Among
the highlights was a memorable portrait
sketched by one of the artists at the
event. Since 2018, LGA has partnered
with the Queens Council on the Arts,
providing free studio space in Terminal
A in order to facilitate selected Queens
artists to work and interact with our
customers and employees as part of
the ArtPort Residency program. This
program offers a unique opportunity
for Queens artists to create new work
in a public space where thousands of
visitors pass through on a daily basis,
bringing an engaging cultural experience
to the space.

From left: Frederika Watson, Ian Van Praagh,
Madeline Arango, Christina Callahan

Artist rendering of LGA Staff
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The PAPD’s Hidden Inspectors
Originally published in Portfolio, written by Media Relations’ Lenis Rodrigues
Photo: Christina Thomas

On any given day, thousands of trucks travel through the Port Authority’s seaport,
tunnels, and bridges. They’re routinely monitored by Port Authority Police Officers on
the lookout for traffic violations.
In the background, however, a specialized group of officers roves among the
facilities seeking to ensure trucks have no mechanical or other operational issues
that might pose a serious safety risk to the traveling public.
Part of the CVI team outside the Holland Tunnel
The Port Authority Commercial Vehicle Inspection unit (CVI) provides that
extra layer of vehicular protection for drivers and passengers alike. Formed in 1998,
members of the CVI routinely climb up, below, and around stopped trucks, checking
for dysfunctional axles, tires, brakes, and lights. Trucks with serious safety defects
are pulled out of service until repairs can be made.
In 2019 alone, the unit inspected 4,637 suspect vehicles at Port Authority
crossings and port facilities, with 470 of them taken out of service.
“Every truck we knock out of service is a potential [accident investigation]
because we’re knocking them out of service for no brakes, no steering, when
they’re heavy, and when the vehicle is operating in an unsafe manner because of a
mechanical issue,” said PAPD Officer Michael Kostelnik, a 21-year veteran, during
PAPD CVI's Francis Franco inspecting
a recent shift monitoring trucks on the New Jersey side of the Lincoln Tunnel.
a commercial vehicle
Each CVI officer is equipped with a special computer used every time they stop
a truck. Inputting the truck’s USDOT number, they can check the truck owner’s
database, number of trucks in its fleet, whether the company paid fees to operate
that specific truck, and the history of past inspections. The unit employs state-ofthe-art inspection and weight enforcement equipment, including handheld scales,
mobile deck scale systems, and mobile motor coach inspection ramps.
In addition to safety inspections, CVI officers also regularly perform radiological
screening at the Port Authority’s airports, seaport, bridges, and tunnels. They also
undertake hazardous material policing and technical decontamination operations in
support of the PAPD’s Emergency Service Unit (ESU). Last year, the unit conducted
25 hazmat inspections.
CVI members also function as decontamination
specialists during hazmat incidents
Additionally, CVI is part of the PAPD’s Rapid Response Team, tasked with
responding to incidents that happen in neighboring towns or to assist ESU or the
Counterterrorism Unit. Most recently, the unit’s officers responded to the deadly
shooting at a grocery store in Jersey City.
Sometimes, the stops lead to more than the unit taking a faulty truck off the
road. Officer Francis Franco, a 17-year member of CVI, once confiscated $1.3 million
in fake name-brand bags and clothes at the George Washington Bridge with his
partner, Officer John Collins.
“Every day is fun coming to work. We’ve always had a great group of guys, passing
onto them the knowledge of the unit to the new members,” Franco said. “Accident
investigations are always interesting. It’s never the same one. It’s never a boring day
here and always a cat and mouse game.”
PAPD CVI's Brett Nigro inspecting a commercial vehicle

PA Presents Donation to LIJ Cohen
Children’s Medical Center
On Thursday, February 6, Tamika Lewis from LaGuardia Airport along with
members of the North Beach Club presented their annual donation of $5,000 to
Northwell LIJ Cohen Children’s Medical Center.
The North Beach Club was formed in the early 1970s and represented many of
LaGuardia’s airlines and ancillary company managers, including the Port Authority.
It began as a fraternal organization and expanded to include all management in the
LGA airport community. The Club’s mission included holding fundraising events. It
started a foundation to assist airport employees who experienced hardship (medical
emergencies, sudden death, or any catastrophic losses). While the North Beach
Club has since disbanded, its members continue to uphold their commitment to the
community, including using residual funds to support the greatest of causes.

From left: Tamika Lewis, PANYNJ; Robert Romagna,
Airline Vending Services; Bill Huisman, Aviation
Development Council; Ann Cronin, PAX Assist/Jetweels;
and Katherine Hess, Cohen Children’s Medical Center

PA NEWS FEBRUARY 21, 2020

|

3

Building a Safety Net at the Holland Tunnel
Originally published in Portfolio, written by Media Relations’ Krista Didzbalis
The Port Authority has a strong
history of helping to train the next
generations of builders, engineers,
and electrical workers. It also has a
commitment to ensuring the safety
and security of hundreds of thousands
of customers who use Port Authority
facilities every day.
Those traits are both embodied in
Muhammad Rahim, a tunnel systems
controller with a 33-year career at
the Port Authority. In 1980, Rahim
took advantage of a Port Authority
partnership with Essex County called
Career Bridges, at the time a workstudy program at Newark Airport.
Rahim has parlayed that early
training into his current role as part of
the Holland Tunnel Supervisory Control
Room, where he works 12-hour shifts
managing lighting and the tunnel’s 84
ventilation fans. He controls the fresh air
blowers and exhaust fans, which in turn
provide a high level of security to drivers
passing through.
His start with the agency came
with his enrollment in Career Bridges,
a training program that spawned new
generations of skilled workers. When
Rahim began his junior year of high
school, his shop teacher selected
him for the program, where he would
spend the school year alternating days
traveling to the airport for work and
attending class. At 17, Rahim learned
the airport’s electrical system, working
on runway and taxiway lights and signs
and maintaining electrical systems in
the airport terminals.
Rahim’s dad used to take him and

his siblings to the airport when he was
young to watch the jets arrive and take
off, and he was hooked. He earned his
private pilot’s license in 1999. As a longtime aviation aficionado, it was his dream
to learn the electrical trade surrounded
by airplanes.
“Through the program, we were
provided bus fare and lunch money only,”
he recalled. “Living several miles from the
airport, this also meant leaving my house
an hour early to catch the bus on time.
But the knowledge and real-world work
experience was well worth it to me.”
Today, Rahim and others who
successfully navigated earlier
apprenticeship programs are watching
as a new training commitment flowers
in the Garden State. In partnership with
four vocational technical schools in New
Jersey, the Port Authority is supporting
an initiative that allows more than 150
students to participate in the New Jersey
Construction Pre-Apprenticeship training
program. The program gives students the
ability to prepare either for construction
and building trade jobs or maintenance
and operations positions, providing handson experience on real workforce jobs in
cooperation with the Port Authority.
For Rahim, his involvement in the
earlier program concluded at the end of
the school year. The only job available at
the airport was in the gardening shop, and
Rahim spent a summer elbow-deep in the
dirt, yanking weeds and watering plants.
Rahim put his gardening days behind
him when the Port Authority offered
him a job in 1986 as an electrical helper,
employed first at Newark Airport and later

Muhammad Rahim (far right) then…

…and now, in the Holland Tunnel Control Center

at LaGuardia Airport. In 1994, he passed
the electrician’s licensing test and then
moved on to the Holland Tunnel, where
he’s worked the past 25 years.
As Rahim approaches retirement
next year, he’s thankful that other
young men and women are following in
his footsteps through the New Jersey
Construction Pre-Apprenticeship
training program.
“I am eternally grateful for the
opportunity to participate in such
a great program and learn a skilled
trade, which has provided me with a
very successful and rewarding Port
Authority career,” he said.

PA Board Approves JFK Upgrades and New Bayonne Ferry
continued from page 1 >

ticketing hall, a baggage area, a checkin concourse, roadway improvements
to reduce congestion, and renovated
passenger waiting areas. Approvals
for the upgrades came after Executive
Director Rick Cotton announced
record-breaking growth at the Port
Authority last year.
“The run of record-breaking
volumes continued at facilities through
December and made 2019 a year of
unprecedented growth,” Cotton said.
Last year, more than 140 million
passengers passed through Port

Authority airports, more than 7 million
containers were handled by the ports,
more than 122 million eastbound vehicle
trips were made on its six crossings, and
an average of more than 284,000 weekday
riders rode the PATH trains each day.
In addition to the airport upgrades,
Bayonne residents will soon have a new
way to cross the Hudson. The Board
approved a new 10-year, $2.6 million lease
with the city of Bayonne that will see the
launch of new commuter ferry service to
New York City to enhance trans-Hudson

commuting options for its growing
residential population.
“Expanding options for the growing
population of commuters along the
Hudson River waterfront is a critical part
of this agency’s commitment to keep the
region moving,” said Chairman O’Toole.
“Today’s action will allow us to take an
underutilized piece of port property
and partner with the City of Bayonne
to support much needed trans-Hudson
service connecting people to their jobs,
families, and homes.”
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Day in the Role February Spotlight:
Procurement
This month, the Day in the Role program is spotlighting
Procurement, the department that helps us all get the goods and
services we need to keep the region moving.
Through their DITR activities, you’ll learn about the procurement
and bidding process, from tech procurements to professional
services and alternative project delivery, as well as so much more!
See below for the upcoming activities and read the full agenda for
all session details.
The DITR program, launched as part of the Employer of Choice priority, is designed
to give you greater insight into the variety of career options across the Port Authority
through interactive sessions and job-shadowing experiences – and was created in
response to your feedback.
DAY IN THE ROLE EVENTS: PROCUREMENT DEPARTMENT

All events require registration — use the links provided below to RSVP and view the
full agenda for session details.
Procurement 101
Thursday, February 27 – 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.
RSVP here by February 24
Procuring Goods and Services: Public Bid Opening (Opportunity #1)
Participant Limit – 10 attendees
Thursday, February 27 – 10:00 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
RSVP here by February 24
Technology Procurements: RFP Process – Participant Limit – 15 attendees
Thursday, February 27 – 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
RSVP here by February 24
Professional Technical and Advisory Division: Evaluation Process
Participant Limit – 15 attendees*
Thursday, February 27 – 12:30 p.m. to 1:30 p.m.
RSVP here by February 24
Procuring Construction Services: Public Bid Opening (Opportunity #2)
Participant Limit – 10 attendees
Thursday, February 27 – 1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
RSVP here by February 24
Alternative Project Delivery: Megaprojects – Participant Limit – 20 attendees
Thursday, February 27 – 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
RSVP here by February 24

PAPD Bust Street
Racers at JFK
The PAPD recently put the brakes
on dozens of illegal street racers
thanks to fast and furious tactical
planning.
“Street racers have been an issue
in South Queens,” said Port Authority
Police Inspector Richard Bellucci,
the Commander at John F. Kennedy
International Airport. “We wanted
to disrupt their activities and send a
message that their activities are not
welcomed here.”
After receiving multiple complaints
over the previous two months regarding
upwards of 80 cars congregating
during weekend nights at a Sunoco
gas station at JFK, Port Authority
Police first began conducting regular
patrols. However, once PAPD entered
the plaza, the vehicles would take off
in all directions. In order to wrangle the
large group of motorists, the PAPD put
together a more comprehensive plan
unitizing resources from multiple units.
During the early morning hours of
February 15, plain clothes officers,
who were staked out in the vicinity,
spotted the large gathering of cars
throughout the plaza. As soon as they
gave the signal, a surge of PAPD units
moved in a tactical fashion to seal
all exits and entrances to the plaza,
setting up a vehicle safety checkpoint.
Each car was checked for safety and
operator credentials.
“This is terribly inconvenient to
the passengers who use the airport
and the loss of revenue to the tenant,”
Bellucci said.
The PAPD arrested three drivers for
suspended licenses and issued several
summonses for drug possession and
various other violations. Another nine
vehicles were impounded.
No injuries were reported.

COMMUTE USING EMPLOYEE RIDESHARE
Employee Rideshare Program services are provided through 511NY Rideshare in New York
and NJ EZ Ride in New Jersey, and include the following:
• Confidential carpool matching to
connect with colleagues based on your
home and work location
• V
 anpool matching, route-planning, and
driver training
• S
 huttle service connecting major
transportation hubs such as Newark
Penn Station and PATH stations

• Guaranteed ride/
emergency ride programs
• Personalized transit
planning and resiliency
travel planning
• Bicycle and walk route-planning, bike
buddy matching, and bike lockers
Visit eNet for more information.

Still image from video captured at the scene
of the bust.
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GOT NEWS FOR
NEXT TIME?

WORKING ADVANTAGE
DISCOUNT PROGRAM
Port Authority
employees and retirees
can take advantage of
hundreds of discounts
at stores, theaters,
theme parks, and more
through Working Advantage, the PA’s
Employee Discount Program partner.
Visit www.workingadvantage.com
and use the PA Member ID number —
405042634.

RETIREMENTS
After 31 years of dedicated service,
Andre Romage is ready to say “au
revoir.” Let’s join him to celebrate this
milestone on Saturday, February 29
at the Craftsman’s King Solomon’s
Lodge, 2 Oxford Ave, Jersey City,
NJ, from 7 p.m. – 12 a.m. Cost: $40
including food, drink, and gifts. For
reservations, please call by February
22: Hermione King, 732-558-9684;
Vonya Parker, 201-452-0201; Cleo
Harold, 201-360-5108.
After 34 years of service, Kathleen
Wohltman is leaving EWR for a
worldwide shopping spree. Please join
us for lunch in celebration of Kathy’s
retirement on Thursday, February
27, 12 – 3 p.m. Cost: $30 for lunch
and gift. EWR General Managers
Conference Room – Building 1.
Please RSVP by February 24. Contact
Barbara Gleaton at 201-401-4243 or
Anne Leahey at 973-961-6621.
Join us for a retirement party
in honor of Adrienne Holmes on
Friday, April 3, from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m.
at Campino Restaurant, 70 Jabez
Street, Newark, NJ. To attend, contact:
Samanta Samuel at 201-469-6651 or
Lisa Setzer at 201-216-6432. Buffet
dinner, soda, beer, wine, and sangria.
Cost: $75. Payment due by March 18.

Round of PA Applause for Engineer
PA Engineer Guillermo Benavides was the recipient of a
PA Applause award for developing a new design that will be
an integral component of a new Port Authority Bus Terminal.
“The PA Applause program recognizes outstanding
contributions and yours was truly outstanding,” said
Executive Director Rick Cotton on February 12, as he
presented the PA Applause award to Benavides. “Thank
you for your effort and thank you for your commitment.
And thank you to everyone who was involved – it’s a team
effort. The entire agency has to come together for these
kinds of projects.”
“I would like to say thank you to the whole team, this is
for all of them,” said Benavides. “There are a lot of talented people in this group and I’m
lucky to be working with them.”
Benavides developed a workable, visionary alternative for the future Port Authority
Bus Terminal network, which will serve as the foundation for this multibillion-dollar
redevelopment program. He proactively collaborated with Tunnels, Bridges and
Terminals, Major Capital Projects, and their consultant teams to develop an alternate,
workable, functional build plan and conceptual construction staging plans for the
PABT ramp system. In short, his design optimizes traffic safety with free-flow bus
movements, accommodates future bus demand, and allows for full operational flexibility
in bus movement between bus levels to/from the Lincoln Tunnel and to/from the
storage/staging facility. This solution also allows the storage/staging facility to operate
as a temporary bus terminal during construction – resolving community concerns of
potential on-street bus operations during construction.
Without this development, the delivery of this high profile and complex program
would likely have suffered a significant setback. This is a tremendous achievement
because there have been numerous other failed attempts spanning many years to come
up with an alternative, and Benavides was able to actually do it.
Since launching in February last year, 215 employees have been awarded with PA
Applauses. Learn more about the PA Applause program on the Employer of Choice website.
Photo: Conrad Barclay

Do you have news from your team,
department or employee group to
share in the next
PA News? Send it
to panews@panynj.
gov by February 28
to be included in the
March 6 issue.

STAFF ACHIEVEMENTS

Team Members Wanted for 9/11
Memorial 5K
The PA is putting together a corporate team for the 9/11 Memorial & Museum 5K Run/
Walk on April 26. Benefits include access to exclusive Start and Finish Line Lounges,
fast-pass privileges at select Community Day activities, and advanced bib delivery – and,
of course, the fun, camaraderie and pride that comes from completing a 5K with your
colleagues. Space is limited to participate on the corporate team, so move quickly!
Not a runner? Consider volunteering for the PA’s booth at the Community Day
celebration after the race. Contact Melissa Abreu at mabreu@panynj.gov no later than
March 9 to sign up for the corporate team or to volunteer.
And if you’re really into running – or hoping to get into it – join the PA’s new
Running Club, led by Det. Joshua Maarleveld, which offers running sessions
and events throughout the year. Complete the membership form and email to
jmaarleveld@panynj.gov to join.

GET PA NEWS

TRADING POST

If you’d like PA News sent
to your personal email
address, send a note
to panews@panynj.gov.

Items up for sale include a
backpack, collector's
swords, and an iPad. Visit the
Trading Post for the full list.
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